
THE' WIEII.D IUITIALIAN llay e.10 1111-

. Beating off 
the space . ·.~ 
, invaders i's 
• provin coStl) 

/~Y PtTE~ TERRY· . 

TilE f4"&l>f;RAL Govet'h 
. ment is t;J}endlng thousan4 
of dollars a year trying u 
track down non-exist~t tn 
.vaders from outer space. ~~ 

A network ~f RAAF office;; 
around the country 1t1~esti(t 
ates and . reports on . eve M 
sighting o1 an unidentifjed nf 

. ing 'object despite official ac 
knowledgement nea~ly ; 
years ago that flying saucen 
do not exist. ;" 

Since thfln . RAAf' · · lnte~ 
Ugence officers havr. r~l'Ort~t 
annualJy to tht OovflnuntUt 

· that · there 1a 1UU no ev~cn" 
tht.t UPOs are vlaJttna tls. • •. 

· · Wt each year the 4etentt 
budaet includes provisiOn for 
the part-time employment " 
at least 14 RAAF otficei·s arM! 
one senior ftAAP intelUgenf'­
·Offtcer to repor' the . S8.J\lf 
findings. · · ., • ., 
It ts ~ years since the OB ,(fr 

Force closed down a siml!Bt 
program. -- -4~ 

· In -1963, the J,hen Minister for 
Air, Mr Osbome. told Parlia­
ment there Wa8 no evlden~ 
that UPOB atght.ed over AUft· 
tralla represented vliltor~t 
fnmt outer space. ;. _ ::·-

The bulk of the slg~s 
could be traced to air,cra.ft, Cfe., 
teroloaical be.Uoona, or Venus. 

Since 1963, the RAAP ,l*$ 
been able to refine ita ..tn­
vestlgations to such a de~ 

!that it can now explain f(l per 
cent Of all sightlngs. ' 

The unexplained 3 per cem is 
largely attributed to h~s.'' · 

The original UFO program 
was started in the 1950s in the 
wa.ke ·of post-war tears that. 
the Russians may have devel­
o~d a.tecrct flying saucer.,, 
the t.uk ot keeptr1g ~r~k at 

the t1POtt wu f(lven t.o thft 
~AF 1\rsd today'tt UPO prd· 
iTArn la sttll part of the · ~r~ 
ence nst.em. 

In the main. they handle .,~­
ports made directly by t!re 
publlc. · 

RAAF officers then traCk it 
down. To help With their In­
quiries they are armed witb a 
list of aircraft arrivals and ~ 
partQres. astronomical occur­
ances, and satellite flight 
path&. . 

Usually this is enough · to 
make a positive tdentificatlon 
In Perth, for ~xampJe . mn5t 
UFO 'tsighUngs art> during ~V. 
early morninK out ~ Hea wiet' 
'the 1'im of ·the 'ctay's BodJJ~: 
747s l\l'tiVtH 


